- The patterns of Lung Tam
“Applique”

The snail patterns

Every day, on their way to the fields in the high mountains, Hmong people come
across snails. This animal has become an important symbol for them even if they
cannot communicate with each other. Hmong people love the good-natured and
relaxed pace of snails, so they use this symbol as a decoration.

In Lung Tam village, we can see a large range of the snail patterns. Each one of them
has a special meaning :

Hoa viin hinh dcsén

Hang ngay trén duong lén nuong rdy ngudi Hmang bdt gdp trén nii rdt nhiéu dc sén.
Mic dir khong thé giao tiép duoc vdi ching, logi bo sdt ndy da tré thanh mét biéu
tugng quan trong doi vdi nguoi Hméng. Ho sit dung hinh dnh ciia con éc sén dé lam
hoa van trang tri do yéu thich su' dén hdu va thanh binh hién hitu trén con vdt.

Tai xd Ling Tdm chting ta c6 thé thdy hoa vin hinh 6c sén duoc thé hién theo nhiéu cdch
khdc nhau. Moi cdch thé hién mang mét y nghia riéng:

This snail pattern embellishes skirts, dresses; belts and
scarves of young bachelors or single girls.

Hoa van tugng trung cho nguoi da trudng thanh, doc
than, ¢d gdi chua cd chdng hay chua cé ngudi yéu.

Single women and bachelors without family or close
relatives are symbolized through this pattern.

A@ Vi mot cdch thé hién khdc, hinh dnh con dc sén nay
tugng trung cho nquoi phu nir chua c6 chéng ; nguoi
dan ddc khdng con cdi, khéng nguai than.

Single women with many children are represented by
this other snail.

Van la hinh dnh con vat quen thudc, hoa vin ndi lén
hoan cdnh cia nquoi phu nir cé nhiéu con nhung don
doc.

A double snail may represent eternal friendship
between the bride and the groom but also symbolizes
memories of childhood

Thé hién cho tinh ban bén ldu cia doi ban tré ; ddi ban
ndi khé, hinh con éc sén nay nhdc ho cdc ki niém dep vé
tinh ban mai mdi duoc khdc ghi.

R EX Z O F

These 2 opposite snails represent friendship and
eternal love within a couple.

Vdi hinh dnh hai con dc sén ndm ddi Idp va tuang xing,
hoa van tugng trung cho tinh ban da trudng thanh, tinh
«dm v chong bén chdt.

Two persons who wish to get married and start a
happy family symbolize their love or feelings through
this pattern.

Hinh dnh con dc sén dugc thé hién trén hoa vin tugng
trung cho tinh yéu doi Ita ,; tinh cdm ctia hai con nqudi
cling hudng vé nhau va mong mudn xdy dung hanh
phtic gia dinh.

Hmong people who have a large and happy family use
to embroider this complex pattern on their clothes.

Dugc thé hién vdi nhiéu hoa tiét phuc tap, hoa vin nay
tuong trung cho tinh cdm va chéng déng di con cdi, gia
dinh sum vy.

The 4-time repetition of one snail pattern represents
four generations in a family. Each family has its own
pattern.

(ting mét hoa tiét duoc ldp lai bon ldn va & cdc vi tri khdc
nhau, hoa vdn tugng trung cho bon thé hé gia dinh,
dong ho sung tiic. Moi vi tri ddt hoa tiét la hién than cda
mdt thé hé va moi dong ho cd mt hoa vdn riéng

Families without descendants to pass their family
name could be recognized through this motif.

Hoa vdn tugng trung cho dong ho khdng con chdu,
khdng cé ngui ndi do.

To thank Nature, Hmong people decorate their
clothes, scarves and sheets with this pattern that
represents a pumpkin flower. Indeed, poverty brings
Hmong people to use Nature as its pantry and
pumpkin’s flowers and leaves are, till today, the base
of their diet.

DE 't long biét on thién nhién, nguoi Hmdng sdng tao
hoa van hinh hoa bi trang tri trén qudn do, khdn, gai.
Cudc sdng khd khan, thiéu thdn, khdng ¢d cdi din nén rau
bi, hoa bi la ngudn thiic dn chinh da nudi séng ba con.

The language of
Hmong patterns

Despite the fact that Hmong people live in remote and desolate moun-
tainous areas their culture is very much alive and closely interacts with
the nature that surrounds them. This can easily be seen in the symbols
they embroider, sew or print on their clothes to express their feelings or
to communicate with their relatives.

The stories of each Hmong group are different and the designs and
symbols of every region are a unique way to identify inhabitants of a
village.

Chiing ta duoc biét dong bao H'mdng sinh séng & cdc viing nii xa xdi héo
Idnh. Tuy nhién, nén vin hda cia ho ddy stic song va rdt gdn gai vdi thién
nhién. Biéu dé dé dang thdy dugc qua cdc hoa van théu, may hodc in trén
trang phuc cia ho. Nhiing hoa vdn nay thay I0i ho truyén dat cdm xiic
hodc giao tiép vdi nguoi thdn.

Diéu thi vi Ia moi nhém nquoi Hmdng ¢ nhiing truyén ké khdc nhau va
cdc hoa van, biéu tugng cia mi viing la cdch duy nhdt dé ho 6 thé nhén
dang cu ddn ctia minh.

Can Ty and Lung Tam villages
Quan Ba District - Ha Giang Province
Vietnam




- The patterns of Can Ty
Embroidery

The elephant’s footprint

Through this pattern that decorates belts of lovers
and mortuary shrouds; Hmong people pay tribute
to their ancestor’s achievement in domesticating
animals.

Déu chén voi

Tugng trung cho ddu chdn voi, hoa van ndy Ia hinh
dnh ghi lai nhiig chién cong cda cha dng -trong thudn dé ddng vat.

The pig fingernail
By the same way, they have domesticated wild pig
that is, till today, one of Hmong’s main food bases.
They use this pattern to decorate women dresses,
especially wedding ones, as well as scarves
exchanged by lovers.

Hinh mdng chdn lon
Théu theo hinh mdng chdn lon, nguoi Hmdng st dung hoa vin ndy détrang trivdy ddc
biét la vdy cudi,; théu tdng nguai yéu, tam ddp trén nquoi chét.

The badiane or star anise flower

Used as a medicine by Hmong people, it is said to
cure from fever to neck pains. It usually decorates
wedding dresses, belts of lovers or shrouds that
covered deceased people.

Hoa vdn hinh hoa hoi

Hoa héi, mdt vi thudc thién nhién chita bénh cho dong bao nhu nhiét & udi ,dau co. . .
dugc thdy trén hoa van vdy cudi, tdm ddp cho ngudi chét, trén ddy lung, tdm khdn tdng
cho nguoi yéu.

The broken heart pattern
It is said that when a couple cannot get married, the
maiden will sew this pattern on her beloved’s scarf as a

\ souvenir. Hmong women also sew this pattern on
the shroud that covered their hushands when they pass away.
Hoa tiét trdi tim bi ran nuit
Khi déi trai gdi khong ldy dugc nhau, ngudi con gdi théu hinh hoa van nay trén tdm
khdn tdng cho nqgudi yéu. Nguoi phu nit théu hoa vdn trén tdm ddp cho ngudi chéng
khi nguoi nay qua doi.

The spinning and weaving silk patterns
Khung quay soi va khung dét

Embroidered on skirts, belts, gifts for beloved or shrouds to cover dead bodies.
Dugc may trén vdy, ddy lung va qua tdng cho nquoi yéu hodc tam ddp cho nguoi da
mdt.

The spinning wheel pattern highlights ~ Representing a piece of the weaving

one essential tool in the Hmong'shemp ~ machine, this pattern brings out the

weaving process. importance of this tool in the hemp
weaving process.

Gudng quay ding @& lam cdc soi lanh  Khung quay soi, dung cu khdng thé thiéu

mdnh hon sau khi néi, mot trong cdc giai ~ trong dét lanh.

doan ctia ky thudt dét lanh.

The pumpkin and the pumpkin flower
Rau biva hoa bi

Hmong people decorate belts exchanged by lovers and mortuary shrouds with
these patterns that represent a pumpkin flower, an important vegetable used in
almost every meal.

Hoa van hinh hoa bi diing @€ théu trang tri trén vdy, thdt lung, tang cho nquoi yéu,
tdm ddp cho ngudi chét.

La ngudn thitc dn chd yéu trong mdi biia dn, hoa bi va cdy rau bi'tit ldu da gdn lién véi
cudc sdng cda dong bao Hmdng noi ddy.

As a result of a research led by HRPC, this leaflet
was edited and printed within the framework of
the ‘Minority handicrafts’ project on March 2010.

Liberté « Egalité = Fraternité

REPUBLIQUE FRANGAISE




	Ha Giang_Brochure Meanings CS2_100722
	Ha Giang_Brochure Meanings CS2_100722-2

